
pointed upon recommendation of sena¬
tors and representatives?"
Mr. Evans.' That would disturb the ser¬

vice very much. I believe you ought to
have a tenure of office, and every year
bring in about per cent of new blood.
That would do away very largely with the
abuse brought by some clerks staying in
the service too long a time. They now get
into ruts, and they do neither themselves
r.or the bureau justice. We ought to bring
in new ideas and these coming in contact
with the experience in running the bu¬
reau would result beneficially."

HrtirinK * lvrk.f».
Mr. Lodgo."I had a suggestion made to

me the other day by an officer in one of the
departments with a goto deal of experi¬
ence in civil service mature in effect that
thore should be an arrangement similar to

the retirement boards of the navy estab¬
lished during the war. by which means in¬
efficient. clerks were dropped out occasion¬
ally. The suggestion was made that a re¬

tiring board in e»ery department could drop
out a certain percentage of the least eth-
cient ?very year, the plans so made to be
tUkd from the efficiency iist. That seems
to be similar t<- th«- idea suggested by you."
Mr. Evans "Vou have got to do some¬

thing or «here will be a very large civil
list of perish ait re. 11" a man upon entering
the s- rvice km w that hi.- tenure of office
was limited. he would probably save so.ne
of his < ;rnings. wnile he would work bet-
ter at the same time."
Mr. Lo lu."I was told the other day that

there w »> a clerk in the pension oitice so
broken physically and mentally that ne
could not t. id his way to the j^nsion office
t.uilding. but had to be brought there and
could do no work. Do yaa know* of any
such cu-e?"

... ,

Mr. Evans "There is one clerk in about
that condition."
Mr. Lod&e.'"In cases like that the civil

servic# commission could not interfere if
the clerk w» re removed, could they?"

.\lr Evans replied that they could not.
and .aid that ruch peoph were kept in

through the influence of sympathetic
friends.

I.Ike n Lottery PrUe.
Sp^iking of the general scope of the civil

service law. Mr. Evans said h. would just
as lief run a chance of drawing a prize in
the Louisiana lottery as to get efficiency
through the civil service.
"I like to look a man in the facc." said

Mr. Evans, "before I employ him. And
you do. too. A man may pass a splendid
civil .service examination, but when you
put him dow 11 to a desk he may be imprac¬
ticable ar.d inefficient. '

Mr Lodge wanted to know whether
there was any difficulty in removing this
class vf clerks after they had served their
probationary period, which was supposed
to show just suth conditions, and the com¬
missioner answered there was not.
Mr. Evans continued to say that he nau

not drawn more than two men f1"0*11 tne
civil stivice eligible list since he had been
in office. He said that the best clerks he
had in his office had never passed a civi.
service examination. Since ne took charge
of the p* nsion office he had reinstated one

hundred and five ok! soldiers, who were
dismissed during the last administration,
and in doing so he had always considered
their ability to do the work as a basis for
reinstatement.

#*,«.. vMr. Evans."Every person seems to tnm.v
he is the t»est clerk in the bureau. The
result is everybody wants promotion and
they get their senators and representatives
and use various methods of influence o

secure these promotions. There are other
men who hold their positions just as men
hold positions in business life, and that is

because they are useful. I found the same
condition in the Post Office Department
when 1 was there."

Inefficient Clerk*.

Mr. Lodge."The clerks who are unable
to perform their duties, I presume, are

mostly old men?"
Mr. Evans."Mostly old iren and ladies

who have been there a good while. But
there are a good many others who are
nuisances in the office because they ere
quarrelsome and continually stirring up
strife and trouble. In removing a clerk
you do not like to charge incompatibility
of temper against them. Hut such !s the
fact. They are everlastingly stirring uptrouble among their neighbors."
Mr. Louge."There Is very little pressure,I presume, to get people selected from the

eligible list for appointment?"
Mr. Evans."The fact is the impressionis quite general that if a man can passthe ex:unination of the civil service c< m-

mission he will get an appointment. For
this reason I have a great many peoplecoming to me to get appointments after
they have passed the examination."

Favor* Exemption.
Mr. Pritchard asked Mr. Evans if he

thought special examiners in his office
should be classified.
Mr. Evans replied that they should not

be, in his Judgment. Sometimes, he said, it
is not desirable that it should be known
what men are special examiners. This is
the case, especially, w here criminal matters
are to be worked up.
Mr. f*r:tehard wanted to know if Mr.Evans thought examining medical boards

should be appointed through the commis¬
sion.
Mr. Evans replied that they should not.

He said that a man might be efficient as an
examiner but might be personally obnox¬
ious to the soldiers and for that reason
would not be efficient.
Mr. Prit* hard: "How should the chiefs of

divisions be treated in the pension office.Should they be classified?"
Mr. Evans: "1 think not. Men occupyingsuch positions should be in the special con¬

fidence of the head of the bureau. I never
heard of tlvii. Grant choosing his advisers
from among the enemy. So far as politics
amonvg clerks are concerned, there is noth¬
ing in that. They can change quicker than
an administration. I would protect by the
civil e rvice law the charwomen and la¬
borer- in the departments, and 1 would pro¬
tect all clerks up to $1.4U0 per annum, but
atove that i would let them take their
chances." *

Mr. Lodge: "I understand you would not
abolish civil >ervice, but that you would
lirrit its scope?"
Mr. Evans: "1 would not abolish it, but I

would limit it and reorganize it. I would
protect these poor charwomen and the la¬
in rere. but I would not have it cover the
higher positions.''
Civil Service Commissioner Procter asked

Mr. Evans a number of questions. Mr.
Pritchard asked Mr. Evans whether, when
he went into the pension office, he had not
found a book or memoranda containing the
names of employes in that bureau, and in¬
dicating the politics of each.
Mr. Evans."I found such a book; inher¬

ited it. in fact."
Mr. Proctor asked the witness if it would

n'»t be better to have all the chiefs of di¬
visions in the pension office of varied poli¬tics instead of the same party.
Mr. Evans said he did not think so.

When the people elected a certain party to
]»ower he thought they intended that that
party should operate the governmentthrough their own party friends.
Mr. Pritchard asked the commissioner

what limit <>f service lie would place uponclerks entering the service of the govern¬ment.
Venn' Tenure.

Mr. Evans said he thought eight years*
service would be enough, and that the time
should not exceed ten years. He thought
that the present system of life tenure tend¬
ed to divorce the government from the peo¬
ple. ar.d that the rising generation felt that
they had no interest in this government. He
said that when a man gets into a public
office now it is harder to get him out of theservice than it is to get an oflieer out of the
army. Then, too, only the officers in the
army have ;t life tenure of office, while inthe civil service the privates are put in forlife. Some of them, he said, almost defyany one t«. u.-l then out.
Mr. Proctor wanted to know if young

men, as a rule, did not make better clerksthan old men.
Mr. Evans replied that they did.
Mr. Procter then retorted that since

tne civil service was organized the aver¬
age age of rn* n w ho passed the examina¬
tions was twenty-seven years, so that the
oldest clerks coming into the service
through that means could not be over
forty-one years of age on an average.
Ex-Kepresentative Baker of New Hamp¬shire was present representing the Anti-

Civil Service League and desired to ask
Mr. Evans certains questions, which he
did in a limited way. His right to ask
questions of witnesses will be considered
by the fall committee at its next meeting,and the decision on that point arrived at.
The investigation was then discontinued

until Thursday, the tfth of January.

It matters little what it is that you want.whether a situation or a servant.a
"want" ad. in 'lhe Star will reach the
person who can fill your need.

American Cotton Growers' Protective
Association in Session.

LOW PRICES CONFRONT PLANTERS

Prest. Lane Says 5 Cents is Below
Cost of Production.

DECREASED ACREAGE URGED

MEMPHIS, Tenn.. December 20..The
American Cotton Growers' Protective As¬
sociation was called to ordrr at 10 o'clock
this morning by President Hector D. Lano
ot' Athens, A!a. Many delegates"were pres-
ent. including pronjinent planters from
Arkansas. Tennessee, Texas, Alabama,
Louisiana. Georgia and Mississippi. Imme¬
diately after the delegates were called to
order President Lane delivered an address
in which he explained why the convention
had been ct lied.
"Cotton today is selling at less than r»

cents," he said, "and this means the m-
signiticant sum of 10 cents a day for labor
of the man who is distinctively the cotton
grower. I make this statement deliberate¬
ly and defy a successful contradiction."

t uMt of Production.

Continuing. Mr. Lane said: "Under pre¬
vailing conditions, the product of our toil
is no longer adequate to our subsistence.
Prevailing prices are below the cost of

production. With a surplus of several mil¬
lions annually, which is an able coadjutor
of the-cotton "bear," the law of supply and
demand has been displaced and in its
stead interposed the result attained by this
commercial fakir and flim-flam artist.
"Statistics show that there has been a

feat failing olt in speculative gambling in
cotton futures in the last several years,
consequent upon the* smail crops, for as the
visible suppiy diminished the power of
minipulation weakened."

Pica to Ketluee Aeri'ujte.
President Lane made a strong plea for a

reduction of the cotton acreage. saying that
overproduction fosters manipulation.
By destroying the annual surplus the

law of supply and demand will prevail;
competition will inter/ene, and the cost
of the production of this commodity, which
is a fair standard cf its value, will be the
basis of its market price.
After the president had delivered his ad¬

dress the usual committees were appointed,
and the morning session was devoted to
the reception of delegates and to organiza¬
tion.
Among the prominent delegates present

were G_>v. Eagle of Arkansas, J. W. Pratt
of Huntsville, Ala.: Oapt. L. W. Levesque,
Arkansas;^ Capt. Jerome Hill. St. Louis;
Col. VV. W. Stone, ex-auditor of Mississip¬
pi; Col. Charles Scott, Mississippi, and Ale-
Neil Bond, Tennessee.

EMPLOYMENT FOR THOUSANDS.

Window Glass Factories Will Start
I'p in January.

BR1DGETON. N. J., December 20..Fires
were put under the furnaces today in the
Cohansey. Cumberland. Moore-Jornes win-
don* glass factories near here, and it is ex¬

pected that the works will start up in a
week or two. probably on January 2. It Is
expected that 2.'Njo persons now idle will
be given employment.

DtRRAVT FAMILY IMPOVERISHED.

Father of Condemned Man Makes an

Appeal for Aid.
SAN FRANCISCO, December 20..Tile

father of Theodore Durrant, the con¬
demned murderer, says:
"We have not given up the fight for my

son's life. We will try to get a writ of
error from the state supreme court to the
L'nited States Supreme Court. If this is
denied we can go to the latter court
and make application.that is, if we can
raise the money.for *he* expenses of this
long litigation has impoverished us."

MR. WIGHT ENTERTAINS.

Reception Given In Honor of Hoard
of Trade President.

A reception was given Saturday evening
by Commissioner John B. Wight at his
rtsidtnee. 1707 Q street northwest, in honor
of Mr. Theodore W. Noyes, who was le-

cently elected president of the board of
tiade. The gathering was a representa¬
tive one of the citizens of the District, and
there were also present members of both
hi uses cf Cengress who have to do with
District affairs. An opportunity was
afforded for citizens and members of the
local legislature to meet in a social way,
and the event proved to be highly enjoy¬
able.
The guests were received by Commis¬

sioner Wight and then presented to Mr.
Noyes. During the evening a handsome
collation was served. The decorations of
the table were appropriate to the Christ¬
mas season, as they consisted of holly and
red ribbon. The guests to the reception
were invited for !> o'clock, and earlier in
the evening the following were entertained
at dinner:
Senator Cockrell, Senator Gallinger, Rep¬

resentative liabcock. Representative Can¬
non. Mr. Beriah Wilkins, Representative
S. E. Payne of New York, Col. A. T. Brit-
ton. Mr. W F. Mattingly. Commissioner
Black, Mr. S. W. Woodward and Mr.
Theodore W. Noyes.
Among those prtsent at the reception

were Senator Proctor, Senator Pritchard,
John Addison Porter, Justice Bingham,
Justice Cole. Justice Hagner, Mr. Crosby S.
Noyes. Senator Pettlgrew, Representative
Ariolph Meyer of Louisiana. Representative
John J. Jenkins of Wisconsin, Mr. 11. D.
Walbridge, llr. F. L. Moore, Mr. Archibald
Greenlees. Sir. S. H. KautTmann. Mr. A. A.
Birney. Mr. B.H.Warner, Dr. A. P. Fardon,
Mr Geo. Truesdell, Mr. John W. Douglass.
Mr. C. C. Glover, Mr. Frank B. Noyes,
Mr. Joseph Cranford. Mr. Louis P. Shoe¬
maker, William G. Moore, Mr. Sidney T.
Thomas, Mr. James I,. Pugh, Jr., Mr. E. S.
Parker, Mr. B. P. Mimmaek. Mr. R. H.
Gunnell. Mr. Lloyd B. Wight. Rev. Dr. Teu-
nis S. Hamlin, Mr. A. M. Bliss, Mr. George
T. Dunlop. Mr. John Cassels. Mr. Rudolph
Kauffmann, Capt. Edward Burr, Capt. L.
H. lieaeh, G--o. H. Harries, Dr. E. M. Gh!-
laiKlet, Mr. A. S. Worthlngton, Mr. R. Ross
Perry. Mr. Frank Hume, Col. Haskell, Dr.
William Tindall. Mr. W. B. Bryan, Mr.
Watson J. Newton. H. F. Blount. Mr. Geo.
E. Hamilton, Mr. W. S. Thompson, Mr. T
A. Lambert. Mr. John G. Hemphill, Mr
Andrew B. Duvall, Mr. W. 11. Rapley Mr
Charles Moore, Dr. W. C. Woodward,'Mai!
H. I. li.scje. Mr. W. .1. Btardman. Geo
W. McLanahan, W. V. Cox and others.

Fatal Fire at Pamplona, Spain.
PAMPLONA, Spain, December 20..Ow¬

ing to the destruction by tire of an asphalt
factory at Bacaioca five persons have been
burned to death and thirty-six have been
injured. Several persons are still buried in
the ruins.

Count Kwterhnxy to lie Tried.
PARIS, December 20.It Is understood

that the preliminary Inquiry into the
charges made against Count Ferdinand
Walsin Esterhazy has resulted in his com¬
mittal for trial by court-martial.

Cannot Establish the Grades.
The Commissioners have informed Mr

M. F. Talty of 300 M street northeast that
they cannot undertake to establish grades
on Michigan avenue, from North Capitol
street to Lincoln avenue at this time. The
Glenwood Cemetery Company, the Com¬
missioners say, claims to own the portion
of Michigan avenue adjoining what were
recently cemetery grounds, and has tor-
hidden the District to use the same with¬
out purchase. In that connection, Mr
frtii is L!rme<J' the attorney for the Dis¬
trict has given an opinion that there is
some ground for the contention of the
company.

IX THE Sl'PHEME COl'RT.

The Kldnrell Cbln Postponed Until
April 11.

In the United States Supreme Court to¬
day the case of M. F. Morris against the
United States was postponed until April 11,
1«*>, when arguments will be heard. This
is the co.se, generally known as the Poto¬
mac flats case, or the Kidwell claim.
The Supreme Court postponed argument

of the Laclede Gas Light Company case un¬
til February 21.
The case of the United States against the

Joint Traffic Association, involving the ap¬
plicability of the anti-trust law to the
agreement between the great trunk lines
between New York and Chicago, was re¬
assigned for argument on February 21. The
case was set originally for January It, and,
as it is desired to have a full bench hear
the case, a postponement was made to
await action by the Senate on AttorneyGeneral McKer.na's nomination.
The Supreme Court affirmed the decision

of ll'e lower court in the case of J. .1. lOu-
her.ks, a convicted murderer of California,basing its decision on that in the Durrant
ease.
The Supreme Court directed the imme-

ciate issuance of its mandate in the case
ol' Thomas Bram, convicted of murder in
Massachusetts, and awarded a new trial.
Mandates usually Issue cniy after thirty

days, but the court today acted specially
in the cas-: on request cf the -solicitor gen¬
eral. who desired the mandate to go down
a: once, for the reason that .several of the
crew of the vessel on which the murder
was committed are in jail as witnesses
w hose testimony is wanted at the next
trial.
The Supreme Court adjourned for the hoi-

ulay recess today, to convene again on the
:!d of J?.nuar>. Before adjourning, the
chief justice announced the reassignment
of several cases which had been set for the
lid of January, the more important of which
are the following: To tlie 24th of January,
the Illinois tax cases, the Texas anti-trust
cases, the Kansas cattle quarantine cases.

INTERNAL. IIKVKME RECEIPTS.

An Increase for Nov«*inI»er Over the
Siime Month in lSJMi.

The monthly statement of the collections
of interna! revenue show that for the
month of November the receipts amounted
to $13.U5U,2!NS, an increase as compared with
November last year of $1,257,1127. For the
last flv-2 months, however, there is shown
to nav been a decrease of 5.V.I12.
The receipts during November last from -j

the sevfcral sources of revenue and the in¬
creases or decreases as compared witli No¬
vember. lftiM!, are given as follows: Spirits,
$S.IT71,l>7tt, increase, $S14,<KKi; tobacco, $2,-
St'.l,!»97, increase, JiyM.ttiks; fermented liquors.
$J.2U*,im;2. decrease, $t2t,0lll: oleomargarine,iif>i,:m. increase, $70,till; tilled cheese, $2,-
20!), increase, SI,<!T>1: miscellaneous, $.14,700,
increase, $l,!tH3.
Assistant Secretary Howell is confident

that the customs receipts this month will
exceed those ol December a year ago.
This, he thinks, will l>e the beginning of
the real work of the Dingley bill. Should
the receipts surpass those of a month ago
it will be the first month since the Dingley
bill went into efTect 'hat this has been
the case.
The receipts for November last were

$100,(100 less than for November a year ago.
So far this month the total receipts have
been $7,.'tB.">.373. against fO.83o.2UU for the
same period last year.
Treasury- officials believe that January

will show a large Increase over the same
month of a year before. It Is expected that
there will be heavy Importations of sugar
in January.

EVERY CHARGE DENIED.

F. M. Giileon llefore the Senate Pacific
Ituiir'tudM Committee,

The subcommittee of the Senate com¬
mittee on Pacific railroads today heard F.
M. Gideon, the attorney who was charged
by J. K. Reddington Saturday with having
manipulated the land ofllce records. Mr.
Gideon denied every allegation made by
Reddington and insisted that there was no

possibility of manipulating the records in
the manner charged, even if he had so
desired.
Alex. Britton testified that the books an*l

papers in the land office had to go through
a number of hands and four or five di¬
visions of the land office, making it im¬
possible for any one man to manipulate
them in the manner charged by Reddington.

COMMITS SUICIDE.

Police Notified of Heath of Thonian
Hnnton.

Information was received at police head¬
quarters last night that a pensioner named
Thomas Hanton, sixty-eight years old,
had committed suicide at the Hoffman
House, in Lancaster, Pa. Coroner Shank,
who notified Major Moore of the affair,
asked that the man's family be found.
The dead man had befn on a protracted
spree and ended his life by taking opium
pills and inhaling illuminating gas.
When Hantop reached Lancaster more

than a week ago he was well supplied with
funds, which he spent freely.
Saturday night his money gave out. and

as he was suffering from an attack of nerv¬
ousness he became despondent and bought
the morphine pills. Then he returned to
his room anil turned on the gas. He re¬
tired sr.on after midnight, and the smell
of escaping gas attracted attention to the
room. He was unconscious and the author¬
ities removed him to the county hospital,
where he died last night.
The local police made inquiries concern¬

ing the old man, but could find no one who
knew him.

MEN MAY INTERVENE.

ClalniM of Hell Knilroiiti Employea
Itecoi* iiIzeil in Conrt.

Judge Cox today, in Equity Court No. 1,
granted permission to Attorney P. J. Ryan,
representing the employes of the Belt Rail¬
way Company, to intervene on behalf of
the employes, in the case involving the
sale of that road.
Attorney Ryan intends to file a petition

tomorrow asking relief for the employes,
setting forth that the money deposited by
the conductors with the company to Insure
the faithful performance of their duties
should be regarded in the light of a trust
fund and should constitute a prior lien, over
other claims, upon the assets of the com¬
pany: also that the employes hold a prior
claim for wages due, by reason of labor
performed. The court will be urged as en¬
ergetically as is possible to recognize the
rights of the employes.
As near as can be estimated by the con¬

ductors. $l,40il have been deposited with the
company by them. There is due the con¬
ductors and drivers as wages, it is esti¬
mated, S2.578.40: the stablemen, $f>N2: the
change boys, $102: the hill boys, $102: the
watchmen. $-'tl: the blacksmiths, $l.ri5, and
the helpers, $i>2. This Is a total due the
men of $3,172.40 and the sum of $4,772.40 Is
for wages alone.
The decree of the court directing the sale

o? the road will be signed tomorrow In all
probability. A proposed decree drawn up
by counsel for the trustee representing the
bondholders has been submitted to counsel
for the railway company, who will examine
It today. It is stated that the paper will
be ready tomorrow for the signature of
the court.
.

DINNER FOR A THOUSAND.

Movement by Salvation Army in Ile-
huif of the Poor.

A thousand of the poorest children in
Washington will be given a Christmas din¬
ner and entertainment by the Salvation ar¬

my in the Center Market Hall at 2 o'clock
Wednesday afternoon. December 2S). If the
charitable people of Washington contribute
more than is required for a thousand chil-
dien the army will invite additional guests,
if permitted, up to the limit of the hail,
which will hold several thousand.
Tickets will be Issued by the army, with

the co-operation of the Associated Chari¬
ties. and charitable people. Major Ashley
Pebbles, who Is now in charge of the Sout£Atlantic division of the Salvation Army,
with headquarters at Washington, is direct¬
ing the undertaking, and has laid his plansin the light of his experience in giving sim-
ller donners In other large cities of the
country.
StafT CapU'In Noble, commanding In

Washington; the other officers and mem¬
bers of the three Salvation Army corps,and members of the Auxiliary League and
the Mercy League are personally assisting.Major Pebbles, at 928 R street, will ac-
knowledg all contributions.
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The President Ifrged to Veto the
Pelagic Sealing Bill.

SELECTOR JJF GBAELES P. BEIM
. .

No Probability '^That It Will Be
Revoked.

MANY SENATORS CALL

A large part of the I'nlted States Senate
and many members, of the House saw and
talked with the President today. In ad¬
dition there were other callers who trans¬
acted business with the chief executive.
The President heard a good deal on the

subject of telafclc sealing today. Ex-Secre¬
tary Foster was an early caller at the
White House, and was with the President
some time. Later Representative Johnston
of North Dr.kota saw the President, talking
with him again on the subject of vetoing
the bill passed by Congress a few days ago
preventing pelagic pealing by citizens of
this country. The President, of course, lis¬
tened attentively to what Mr. Johnston had
to say, but it is not thought that he will
veto the bill. On the other hand, he is ex¬
pected to sign it before the end of the
week.
Attorney General McKenna and ex-Rep¬resentative Coombs, one of the directors of

the Pacific railroads, talked with the Presi¬
dent on the subject of the roads.
Gov. Atkinson ot West Virginia saw the

President in regard to an appointment in
the navy. Gov. Atkinson said to a Star re-
pcrter that nothing but a democratic land¬
slide would prevent the republicans of his
state carrying the legislature In the elec-
tiens next year. "I do not think there is
much doubt that the next legislature will
be republican," said the governor. "It will
elect a republican as successor to Senator
Faulkner. That will place the state fully
in the republican column, and 1 think it
will remain there."
Senators McMillan, Gear, Allison. Nelson,

Davis, Hoar, Thurston, Baker and Hjw-ley were among the senatorial contingent
to see th? President. Senator Hawley was
accompanied by Gen. Rufus Saxton. Rep¬
resentatives McCleary, Taylor of Ohio and*
Loud of California were among the repre¬
sentatives of the llouse.
The Select fun of O'hurlea I'aitf Ilrynn.
The President has no Idea of withdrawing

the selection of Charles Page Bryan as
minister to China. The nomination has
not officially reached the Senate because
the President has desired to ascertain the
strength and motivws of the opjKJBliion to
Mr. Bryan. His investigation has not led
him to believe that the oi^pbsition is suf¬
ficient to withdraw the rfomlnatlon. He
will send It to the Senate when that body
reconvenes Mr. Aryan's friends, including
those who were Influential In securing the
appointment, have no Idea that the nom¬
ination will be defeated. They say that
Mr. Bryan has no Idea that he will be
shifted to some other mission. They do
not know any other mission that he would
care for. There Is no mission of anything
like euual lmbortanfce with that of China
yet to be tilled.

CIvlf"'S«-rvlce O'hungc-a.i
Representative Brpslus of Pennsylvania

was with the President some time, talking
with him on the subject of the civil ser¬
vice. As a friend of the civil service Mr.
Brossius thinks that changes should be
made in the way qt exceptions. He does
not say what the exceptions should be, but
is satisfied the President can make changes
in the law which will strengthen it.
Senator Thurston talked with the Presi¬

dent on Nebraska, affairs. The senator did
not mention th»' subject of,the civil service
today, but he is one of the advocates of re¬
moving deputy collectors of internal reve¬
nue from the operation of the law. The
senator says.[It Is not legal that these
places should Remain under the law.

New HuiuiMliire Appointment*.
Senators Galliiiger and ,Chandler re¬

quested the President to hold up appoint¬
ments for New Hampshire until the dele¬
gation from that state has V conference
early in J inuar^" r.nd decides upon the
men for the positions tfl be filled.
Senators Mills of Texas and Money ofMississippi were sliver democrats who sawthe President.
Guardsmen's roiiluiiaxloim Signed.
President McKinlisy today signed the fol¬

lowing commissions of officers In the Na¬
tional Guard of the District:
Wm. Sisson Hodges, captain Company 1>.

.Ith Battalton, infantry; Wm. Halstead
Mellach, captain Company A, 5th Battalion,
infantry; Duncan iD.ivenport, tlrst lieuten¬
ant Company A, r.tli Battalion; Edward H.
Brian, second lieutenant Company A, .lib
Battalion; Simutl A. Ward, second lieu¬
tenant Company A, 1st Separate Battalion;Samuel c. Redman,Jteconil lieutenant Com¬
pany C, 2d Battalion, infuutry.

The DUIrlet Olliees.
Col. Street and Col. Stratton today talk¬

ed with the President about the Police
CcUrt Judgeship. They are warm advo¬
cates of the appointment of Mr. O'Donnell,
at present a justice of the peace. The
President was interested in their state¬
ments about Mr. O'Donnell, and gave them
considerable encouragement, it is said. It
was at least settled by the interview that
the President has not definitely determin¬
ed who shall be the successor to JudgeKimball. Mr. O'Donnell himself called
later at the White House.
The best Information obtainable from

White House visitors who have talked with
the President about the judgeship is to the
effect that the President is strongly im¬
pressed with the advisability of reappoint¬
ing Judge Kimball, I ut that he has not
given anybody the assurance that he will
do this. His Impression is from the in¬
dorsements of Judge Kimball which have
been sent to his office and from talks with
friends of the judge.
Investigation fails to confirm the stories

that the President has about decided to ap¬point an outside man as Polite Court judge.It is not believed that he has so decided or
that he has ever had such an idea.

In the matter of the marshalship the im¬
pression continues strong at the White
House that the President has about made
up his mind to appoint Mr. Aullck Palmer
to the position.
Mr. Cheatham, recorder of deeds, was acaller during the day, but had nothing to

say as to District .offices. Mr. Cheathamleft this afternoon for Wilmington, Del.,to deliver an address In that city tonight
on the subject of the "Intellectual and
Physical Changes 6t the Past." as appliedto his race. He wlil show that each of
these clianges;'has Ijtfen for the best for the
negro race. '

The Lemon Picture* in Place.
The Lemon collection of pictures recently

presented by the legatees of the late Geo.
E. Lemon toKhe Cercoran Gallery of Art
will be exhibited together In the southwest
room of the gallery floor. Eight of the
works were delivered at the gallery Satur¬
day and wer^ immediately hung. The col¬lection Is one cf rare merit and will un¬
doubtedly prove to become one of the most
attractive features of the gallery.

Grade trouUm Discussed.
The Commissioners today held a private

conference with officials of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad Company in reference
to the abolishment of grade crossings and
other matters In connection with the pas¬
senger and freight terminals of the road
here. The railroad company w«s repre¬sented by Mr. John K. Cowen, one of the
receivers of the road and Its president; At¬
torney George E. Hamilton and Chief En¬
gineer W. T. Manning.
After the conference, which lasted for

more than an hour, the Commissioners au¬
thorised the statement that it was merely
a preliminary exchange, of views on both
sides. Nothing was finally determined, it
was explained, and another conference will
b# held.

STRONG BOX WAS ROBBED

Paokage of Coin Taken From Steamer City
of Washington.

Thief Moat Have Hnd n Skeleton Key
or Have Stolen the

Captain**.

NEW YORK, December 2ft..The reported
robbery of some !n Mexican money
from the steamer City of Washington dur¬
ing her last trip from Vera Cruz to this
port was confirmed today. The City of
Washington belongs to the New York and
Cuba Mall Steamship Company. A. G.
Smith, secretary of that company, said to¬
day:
"The City of Washington reached her

pier last Wednesday morning ana immedi¬
ately began discharging her cargo.
Among olhei' things there Mas a consign¬

ment of l(ki cases of Mexican coin for a
lirm in Louuon. Each c-.se representedabout Mexican money, equal to aboutjl.200 in our money, and weighed about

pounds. It was stored in the strongbox, between decks, built for that purpose.After the rest of the cargo had been dis¬
charged, the door of the rocm was openedar.d the cases carried to the pier and pile iin teirs, to be reshipped to London, on thecounting, it was found that there were only10.2 cases, and as the bill called for ltW, itwas apparent that one had been stolen,either before the steamer sailed or since thearrival at this port.
"A bundle of canvas, in which about JUKIof the coin was placed, was found in thebaggage room, and leads us to believe thatthe robbery was committed during transit,and that the bundle was left where it wasfound to throw suspicion in the wrong di¬

rection. The only keys to the strong room
were in the hands of Capt. Hurley and lus
first mate, and as no violence had been
used in entering the place, a skeleton key
must have been used.
"Captain Hurley is one of our most ex¬

perienced and trustworthy officers. If the
matter is not cleared up the company willhave to stand the loss."

ARMY AMD JiAVY .VKWS.

Arrival of the Detroit nt Port an
Prince.

The cruiser Detroit arrived at Port au
Prince today and Capt. McCalla of the
Marblehead, which has been stationed
there, notified the Navy Department by
cable that he would sail at once for Key
West. At that place he will coal and then
proceed to Navassa Island to investigatethe allegations of inhuman treatment ofthe American laborers by the agents of the
corporation controlling the island. Capt.McCalia would have proceeded directly toNavassa from Port au Prince, but was
short of coal, anil deemed it imprudent to
chance fever by coaling in the West Indies.

Tile CrnlMe of the Helena.
The little gunboat Helena, which left

New York a few days ago. will carry the
stars and stripes to foreign ports where
they have never yet been seen on a war¬
ship. The bigger warships in their cruises
to distant parts follow the beaten paths
and stop only at the principal ports. Th>-
Helena being of extremely light draught,however, will be able to enter rivers and
bays Inaccessible to the larger fighting ma¬
chines. She was designed especially to visit
Interior port.-*, and when she reaches the
Chinese station, where she is bound, she
will ascend the rivers of the celestial em¬
pire to a greater distance than was possible
to any of the predecessors of the American
navy.
Aft-^r a cruise around the Island of Bco-

hia the Helena will enter upon on<> of the
most eventful side trips of the voyage.a
trip to the famed city of rtagdad. To reach
Bagdad it will be necessary for the Helena
to enter the Euphrates river at its mouth
in the Persian gulf ar.d cruise up to the
point of its junction with the River Tigris
A voyage of about HO® miles up the Tigris
will bring the Helena to Bagdad, which is
700 miles from the sea.
The Helena will cast anrhor at Bagdad

r.nd stay there long enough to let every on-
so disposed take a look at her and the flag
she carries, and then she will steam down
the Tigris again to take up her voyage for
China and other eastern ports.

Plans for a Battleship.
In anticipation of authority by Congress

for the construction of another battleship.
Chief Naval Constructor Hichborn Is en¬
gaged in the preparations of plans for a
first class vess'-l of that type. It will be
heavier in armament than the battleships
of the same class now under construction
and will embody all the latest improve¬
ments in naval architecture. The plans
under preparation call for a ship ol not less
than It! knots speed under forced draught,
a length of :t7'J feet by 7:t feet beam, and a
mean draught of not more than -4 feet on
a displacement of 11.."ioo tons. The plans
of tliu engineers call for twin screws and
vertical trip'e expansion engines, with a
maximum indicated horse power of not less
than 10,000.
The heaviest guns in the two fore and aft

turi- ts Will be of l."i-inch caliber, which the
ordnance sharps have settled, is the proper
type for the big battleships, while a large
secondary battery of rapid fir.- and machine
guns is to be arranged along the broad¬
sides. The turrets will be of th<- deflective
type, and an interesting feature of the ship
is the more general use of electricity, in¬
cluding the appliance of the power to the
turning of the turrets. The secondary bat¬
tery under the plans will be the heaviest
carried by any battleship designed for the
new navy. The plans. have been drawn
thus early in order that bids may be
promptly asked should authority be given
by Congress. Heretofore the completion of
new ships has been delayed six months or
more owing to the necessity of drawing en¬
tirely new plana.

WILL GIVE HIS VIEWS.

Secretary (iage Will Present at
LrnKth HIn Ideas on Civil Service.
The Treasury Department has received

the Senate resolution inquiring generally as

to the operations of the civil service, and
what, if any, changes would be advisable.
In res|>onse to this resolution a long answer
will be prepared and is expected to be of
great interest, as embodying the views of
Secretary Gage on the subject of the civil
service.

Commissioners IWtliont Jurisdiction.
Referring to the ease of Miss A. F. Drys-

dalc, an inmate of St. Elizabeth's Insane
Asylum, who claims that she was illegally
committed to the asylum, the Commission¬
ers have written the Rev. Byron Sunder¬
land that they concur In the opinion of
the attorney for the District that it Is a
matter of which he courts, and not the
Commissioners, have jurisdiction.

Amended and Approved.
The Commissioners have returned to Sen¬

ator McMillan, chairman of the Senate Dis¬
trict committee. Senate bill 1080, authoriz¬
ing the employment of day labor in the con¬
struction of certain municipal buildings and
works In the District, which was referred
to them for examination and report, rec¬

ommending a namendment to the bill. The
amendment proposes to add after the
word "manner." In the tenth line of the
bill, the following: "SaSd Commissioners
are also authorized, in their discretion, to
purchase materials in open market or by
contract, whichever may appear to them
to be the more economical and advanta¬
geous to the public interests."

Died In Jail.
John Lines, colored, who was sent to

jail by the Police Court the 13th instant
for ninety days for carry concealed weap¬
ons, died at the prison at 10 o'clock last
evening, death resulting from an acute at¬
tack of pneumonia complicated with kidney
trouble. The man is said to have come
here from Pennsylvania, and, so far as
Warden Leonard knows, has no friends
here. He was about thirty years of age.
and unless his body, which was turned over
to Undertaker Harvey for burial, Is claimed
by his friends, it will be buried in potter's
field.

It matters little what it is that you want
.whether a situation or a servant.a
"want" ad. In The Star will ^aach the
person who <an fill your need.

i FINANCE AND TRADE
Prices of Stocks Opened Fractionally

Irregular at New York.

COAL SHARES CENTER OF INTEREST

Grangers Also Showed Strength-
Sugar Was Weak Again.

GENERAL MARKET REPORTS

Special PispnVh to The Evening Star.
NEW YORK. Doc* m'.^or 'JO..Opening

prices this morning were fractionally irr. .»-

ular, but the most significant changes were
favorable in comparison with Saturday's
final figures. London cables reflected a
decreased inquiry and a slight shading
in prices. Professional attempts to force
concessions were conspicuous from time to
time, but there were no sales from sources
likely to command any considerable fol¬
ic.wing. Increased earnings and the pros¬
pect for more liberal disbursements to
shareholders continue to invite buying cf
a conservative nature.
There are. however, many rumors of in¬

creased dividends on properties which are
handicapped in distributing the first fruits
of prosperity by reason of unfortunate
debts incurred in less fortunate times.
While only a few of the rumors are capable
of verification, there Is sufficient encour¬
agement in the present to inspire conll-| dence in the future.
The coal shares continue to attract agood demand and respond easily to thebuying.
The eRading issues were prominent *o-day becau.-.e of rumors of a dividend on

the preferred f-tock This particular issue
has bt-en forctd ir.to as attactive a posi¬tion as possible e\er since tne busy mid¬
summer season, but at the present is wellunder its best level.

It Ls thought that early in the new year
a better record will be made than at anytime during the last twelve months. New
Jeisey Central was forced up an additional
1 per cent" on the covering of short con¬
tracts and a belief that the advance will
not be permitted to culminate under par.The higher priced anthracite coal sharesreflected the strength of their more activeneighbors.
In the granger issues Burlington wasthe feature, the price again being advanced

to pur. Around this figure there seems to
be a trifle more stock than the uresent
narrow market is capable of absorbing.Once the narrowness is Overcome the
principal obsticle to an advance will have
r»een removed.

#The rapid transit decision, with its enor-
mous penalty for failure to perform the
contract, is taken to be but an insignificant
ii enace to existing city roads. Manhattan
and Metropolitan Traction were in. fair de¬
mand throughout the day at prices con¬
siderably higher than those prevailing at
the time of the decision.
Sugir was active, profitably for a time,iaid subsequently in opposition to this re¬

sult. Two professional cliques are opposed
to each other in determining the value of
these shares, but there has not been a sulfl-
cicnt test of strength as yet to decide the
merits cf either position.
Good judges of the financial situation are

disposed to refrain from active participa¬
tion in ;he market until after the holidays.
but the same interests express unusual
confidence in probaible results after thi.«
ear's trades are all settled. Among the

specialties in which important interests are
likely to manifest themselves none has a
more enviable position than the Panhandle
issues.

FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL.
The following arc the opening, the High¬

est and tne lowest and the closing prices of
the New York stock market today, as re¬
ported by Corson & Macartney, members
Sew York stock exchange. Correspondents.
Messrs. Moore & Schley. No. 80 Broadway.

Opes. High. lx>w. Cose.
American Spirits
American Spirits, pfd... 18V
American sugar . 138V
American Snptr. pfd... 112V
A merican Tobacco
American Cotton Oil.... 23v
Atchison
Baltimore AOiio
Hay State Gas 4V
Canada Southern 56

18V
140'.
U-'K
s*v
28*

18
isss

23
13

18
139V
U«V
85*
23
13

Canada Pacific. 81 %
Chesapeake ft Ohio..
c.. c. C- A St. Louis
cnicajro. ft. A V
cnicagoAaonnwestern
Chicago lias 96V
c M. ft St. Paul
c M. .V St. PauL pfd...
< hirago, K.l. & Pacific..
Chicago, St. Paul, M.&O
. onsolidated Gas
Del. Lark ft W
Delaware ft Hudson ....

Den. a- ttio «»ra.nde, pfd,
trie
General rliectnc
Illinois Central
Lake Shore
Louisville x Nashville..
Metropolitan Traction..
Manhattan Elevated
Michigan Central
Missouri Pacific 34VNational Lead Co 34VNational L^auCo.. pfd..
New Jersev Central....
New \ork Central
Northern Pacific
Northern Pacific, pfd...
Ont. ft Western
Pacific Mail 29',Phila. ft heading. ...... *2VPuiunan P. C. Co
southern Ky., pfu 83VPuiia. Traction..
Texas Pacific
Tenn. Coai ft iron
I'niou Pacific
L'. S. Leather, pld
Wabash, pfd
. v\ ? stern I niun l ei .
Silver
'Ex-div. \%.

21 \
.H5V
1*1 v

vn*
90V
78*
181H
iis*
46
15
83X-
104,V

123
104*/

»04
95V
107V
21X
15?

4V
5f
81 \
35%

100
121#
95V
14 i
91^
78V
183V

ii*3V
4a
15V
33^
10.V

124\
105V

34*
34%
104
97
107V
22V
61
16V
29V
JB.V

56
61*
21V
35V
9#v
1*1 V
96V
95^
142
9I»V
78V

161

ii3v
46
:5
33
104*
66V
123
104

'A
34V
104

107V
21V
60V
15V
29V
22V

33V 3*7

24a
25V
':8V
89

*.1V
24V
26V
"is'v
8->V

11X
25V

\i%

4
56
81 V
*1*
35V
99V
121V
9.V
95V
142
90^
7*V

lh! V

:*3*v
46
15
?3
104**
67
12J*
104V
34V
34V
H*4
95V
107V
6
15V
23

33

iiv
*4*
25T»
'iiv
fee;*

Wanlilngrton Stock Etohnnpc.
Sales.regular rail 12 o'clock m..Capital Trac¬

tion. 15 at 63; 20 at 62 V*. U. S. Electric Light,loaloo. Lincoln Fire Insurance. 1<N» at I#**. Pneu¬
matic Gun Carriage. lOO at 48 cents. Mergeiitba¬ler Linotype, lo at 137Vfe; 5 at 137V*. I^annton
Monotype, 30 at li*7*.

District of Columbia Bonds..20-year fund 5s.102Vfc bid. 30-year fund 6s. gold. Ill bid. 3.65s.funding, currency, 114 bid. %116 asketl.
Minrt llancouH Bond*..Mt troj olitan Kailroad f»s.llrt'-j bid. Metropolitan Itailroad conr. ?>«. 124^bid, 125 asked. Mein»]-oliian Railroad certifl«-at«*8of indebtedness. A. 125 bid. ^Mrroptlitan itnflroadiertilicatts of indebtedness. B, 11 5Md. Belt Kall-rwad 6s, 75 asked. Eckiugton Itailroad 6s. iio bid.loo aiked. iXdnmbia itailroad Gs, 121 bid. Wash¬ington Oas Company 6s, series A, 112 bid. Wash¬ington Oas C-<>injtany 6s, series B. 112 bid. I*. S.Electric Lij;ht debenture imp.. 103 bid. Chesn-

l«ake and Potomac Telephone As, 102 bid. Amer¬
ican Security and Trust 5s, F. and A., 1<J0 bid.
American Security and Trust 5s. A. and O., l»s»bid. Washington Market Company 1st Cs. llo bbl.
Washlngtioi Market Company imp. 6s, 110 bbl.Washington Market Company ext. tis. llo bid.
Masonic Hall Association f»a. lo7 bid. Washing¬ton Light Infantry 1st 6s. !M» I id.
National Bank Sto«*ka..Bnnk of Washington. 275

bid. 3oo asked. Metropolitan, 3e5 bid. 3o7 asked.
Central. 260 bid. Farmers and Mechanics*. 18d
bid. Sscoiid, 140 bid. Citisens', 135 bid. Colum¬
bia, 130 bid. Capital, 120 bid. West End. lo^1^bid, 107 asked. Traders', 97 bid. Lincoln, llo
bid. 113 asked#
Safe l>eiK»*it and Trust Companies..National

Safe Depoait and Trust. 120 a?ked. WashingtonLoan and Trust, 121 bid. 125 asked. American
Sreurlty and Trust, 147 bid. Wavbiugbm Safe
Deposit. 5o bid.
Kailroad Stocks..Capital Traction. G2 bid. 624asked. Metropolitan. 119 bid. Columbia, 63 bid.

Co asked.
Gas and Electric Light Sti cks..Washington Ghs.

46j-j bid, 47 asked. Georgetown Gas. 43 bid. 4«>
asked. U. S. Electric Light. bid. loi asked.

Ii»imTar.ce "Stocks..Fir. m n's, 3u bid. Franklin.38 hid. Metropolitan, 65 bid. Corcoran. 56 bid.
Potomac. 61 bid. Arlington, 133 bid. 147 asked.
German-A merican. 1J?5 bid. National L'nlon. 10
bid, 12 asked. Columbia. 12 bid. Biggs, 7% bid.
8% asked. People's. 5:v bid. 6 asked Lincoln.
tV* hid, asked.M Commercial. 44 aske«l.
Title Insurance Stccks..Beal Eatate Title. x85

bid. i)5 asked. Columbia Title. *4% bid, 5'* asked.
Washington Title, 2V* bid. IMstrfct Title, 3 bid.
T«lei»hone Stocks..Pennsylvania. 4o bid, 48

asked. Chesapeake and Potomac. 65 bid. 7o asked.
American Graphophone, 9% bid. 10 asked. Ameri¬
can Grai»hophone, preferred, 10 bid. Pneumatic
Gun Carriage, .46 bid, .48 asked.
Miscellantoos Stocks. Me i genthnler Linotype.*136 bid, 137^ asked. Lanston Monotype, 11^bid, 2o4 asked. Washington Market. 10 bid.

Great Falls lee. 107 bid. 112 asked. Norfolk and
Washington Steamboat, 100 asked. Lincoln Hall.
90 asked.
xEx d!r.

Baltimore Markets.
BALTIMORE. December 2)..Floor aulet-arest-

ern super, *2.70**3.10; do. extra. *3-3^*4.10; do.
family, *4.40a*4.65; winter wheat patent, *4-85»
*5.10; spring do., *5.00a*5.20; spring wheat
straight, *4.80a*4.8fc.receipts. 13,464 harft»ls; «x-
9Q0M, dmm; mms. Ml btmh Wheat strong.

«|w»t and month. ; January WtaWV«:sr««mer No 2 red. M«US-«-lvcfiMi>. 70(B4 Unh-el*; exporis. n«»oe; stoek. 1.249.566 bushel*: ul««.lo4.«MN» tnmf.elF HWHthfrt * heat hr aanipif flSaW.d«» ««j grade. HtttyaMtiy. IV« nr»nj &!S.a3S\; month. .'<.1*?a33\; D®.-»»aiber. n«-u or old.S3\: January. 32^£aX2>.. February. 32*«s33.er mixed. 3!N,a34 reeeipts. 12t»..V*2 nvshels; **\-¦.orts. n.-nr. * oek. 7X3.647 hwbfla: mileu. 27."TOi».i*b«-la ..«jib^rn white and jrdVm e«»rti 2*a.U*0.-t* hitrvlx *t«»ady So 2 white. 2WaSo; No. 2mixed, 2:i27l-i~r e»»ipt*. 2<» *M0i hoabela: e*|*»rt*uon«-; atork. 47«V.'<2!» tnishel*. Kye firm V» 2nearby. 52. X««. 'Z wintwu. !V.t bid r»»eelpia. 12.Hifihnsi-el*; ex|M»rt«. bok; at<w*k bushels.I*:.y hr.n fo: the t»ettt*r itrad** oMcr tiiuothf.514.no uak hI. Ciain fr»ieh'« quiet uti-ani t>« Uv-e:po«I per lioshe!. 4d. 1 -ember; <"ork f«»r order*I-- .; I Imwv. Ib.IM. HAnuf.S s r a* r »uc.pramr.at«-d. '* 2"1-* Itnfter quiet"fa: «\v creamery. 23; do imitation. do Indie.17alS; lummI loalti: *t.»e»> packed 12*14Km:- tvteady.U» Che«*ee *t n y fancy N«-\vY«»rk. large. !*%*'«»: d««. niedinui. l»*alo «; do.«:i»ali. 1«» 4nlO Whlaky.41 2-Vnfl 2* per k:»11 «nfor finished good* !>. ear load*: 41 27*41.28 pergallon fur jol»blnjt lot*.

(.(Hrrnmrni Honda.
Quotations reported by Cordon A Macart-

1.« >. b

2 er ent*, re-.l-t Ti*d ¦ v4 |ht eerrs. <oufM»n of li*»7 114\4 |er rent-*. iegi- '.r-*d ««f :a«7
4 '»er cr;it*. e«>ti|*»ti of 1'.2

.4 |»*t «...! t registered .1 it*.:. l.v'i 11^ ,o |H«r eenta. ompo» «»f 121m 114U 11f» t>er e« O* h. register .! of lt*»4 1141-* 115I furrewey «; jei -Hit" «»f 1VP* .....Curr tny 6 p*»r ottos of isyu loS .....

?
Grain. f*i«vlKl«nn hikI Cotton Market*
Furnished by W. I'.. liib^s C<» bankers

an«l brokerp, 1427 F t*t .. m* niU«rv New York
stock exchanpe. corresp*ndvnts >.!? v*rs.
I^ulonburp, Thalmann .s. Co., New York.

O.KAIN.

Hid. Aaked.

iiii
11.1 ll.HW,

lfl -h. J* n tin
H2-\ !*4

»» '-ii. iii-.'i
Wheat-May pi»i, ; 4\

J««'y h 4 >*4 ht 4 **
V »rti May 2!*,:«??.

: o\ \ .11114
Oats.May 12 22^s 22S 2-\4

r«MI\ ISIoNn
4lp n. lilarh. I4'l «*e.

I ork.Miy s :;»t»r» j».!»2 i« m;,
Lir«l May 4.7."» 4K1 4 T"» 4M»
It's.M;.y 4.T.7 4<S 4..*»7 4.«T»

CoTn\
M *Oth. op, n. Hiffh. l ow. CJ«»ae.

5.71 a.7:t 5 7o .%71I N B«*ll M ; | mM y... ."-O 5.91 r» hh r» i«n
Jl 6.8* !M f> !C S(

l> IIOTKI. ('ORHII)llll<i.

Representative and Mrs. Northway have
tiK-ri entertaining th<!r fellow-townsman.
Kollin A. Norton of Jefferaon. <>hto. at
ttie Kicirs. Mr. Norton if a prominent cltl-
Z'-n of Ashtalmla county. an<l enjoys more
than a loeal reputation a.< a raconteur.
The First National Hank of Jefferson, of
which he is vice president, adjoins the old
law office of the late Henjamin K. Wade,
for many years senator from Ohio. Jef¬
ferson was aiso the home of the old anti-
slavery war horse. Joshua It. <>iddintrs.who for twenty years r< pri s< iit> <1 thenineteenth Ohio district in <"on^r- ss
"itoth Giddinirs and Iteii Wade are buriedin the villac.- cemetery of Jeff, rson,' Mr.Norton told a Star rt iton»-r yesterday."Their memory is fondly cherished by the
(Mople of our old district, too. ftlddinirs'old law office is also standing. It is a one-
story wooden building facing the street,and in one corner of the front yard ofhis old home. He built it himself r.orethan eighty years ago. As students, manyyoung men who afterward became distin¬guished in tlie profession obtained the firstrudiments of the law in this building, with(Jiddings as their preceptor. The interiorof the office is just as biddings left it.even to the pa|«r on the wall. All his law¬books are in the library and the furnitureis the same as used by him. His son. J. A.Giddings. lives in the old homestead, andhe sjkends many pleasant hours withfriends and visitors in this rude frameoffice.
"Wade's office is a one-story woodenbuilding, but was built many years later.Wade always look great interest in hisvillage home, and when not engaged in hisduti.-s at Washington he could usually beseen working about his yard. Every sum¬mer until his death he was visited by Sen¬ator Zach Chandler of Michigan. Theywere b .som friends and were alike in agreat many ways. All day long thev wouldsit together on the wide veranda" of theVillage tavern and intersperse the discus¬sion of affairs of government by tellingstories, much to the edification of a littlecoterie of town folk who always gatheredaround.
"We have many reasons for reeling proudof our town. It was in Jeff' rson that *Vill-iam Dean Howells set type when a l>oj andth. oli pa-»er Is still run by his brother.Th . father of the How-ells succeeded Gid¬dings as oonful at Hamilton. Canada. Hedied a few yejirs ago."
The thousands who ro«d W. D. Howells'books do not know that the type for themis set in Jefferson. However, this is hoThe proofs are rent to him for revisal <nNew ^ ork and Lh - page* are rent to thenearest electrotyi-er. In this way Howeilsowns his own plates.
"The Tennessee centennial exposition was

a great suxess despite the disadvantages
and obstacles that were contended against."said Col >nel J. W. Haker of NashvtUe to aStar reporter at the Xormandie today."The government, in the first place, refused
to appropriate any money, and then we
tUi.-Uy got only Ji:to,««in. The same was
true of the state of Tennessee. The legisla¬
ture practically ignored the project until itfound thp.t the people of Nashville were in
earliest and proposed carrying it to comple¬tion regardless of outside financial aid.
"if it haO not been for the yellow feverscar in the south, there would have liennan attendance of at least more than 4.UHO,-and there would have been etioug-hmoney left In the treasury to purchase thegrounds for a permanent park for our city.lur people are considering the advisabilityof iLcqu:ring the grounds anyway, and it is

rot improbable that this will "be accom¬plished partly bv private contributions. Itthis is done the Parthenon and the historybuilding, and possibly the auditorium, willl»e left standirg. Tne gr-iuniis. which com¬prise U4<> aores, are beautifully laid out.as every one can attest who has visitedthem. They are near the Vanderhih I'ni-
V"rslty grounds, which cover Seventy acres
and possess all the attributes of a park. Itspeaks well for our people that out of tne

who attended the eXfKisition there
were only arrests, and these were fortrivial offenses, such as picking flowers and
violations of rules. Tilers was not a singlefight or row of any kind.
"I am r.ore than ever proud of Nash¬ville. Why. when the project of an ex¬position was first talked of our town 'wasin the dumps.' Nashville had suffered morethan any other city In the country. At onetime all the bi.nks were shut down, andit was impossible to get more than JKlOat any single time. The mellow f.-verdidn't come within 4«l miles of Nash¬ville, but it prevented hundrejs i.f thou-

rands of northerners from at ten-ling the
exposition. Take Illinois and Chicago day.The governor published that he wouldn't
come, and, if it had not been for Secre¬
tary Gage, Senator Mason and Judg-j Tut-
hill. who took the matter up, there would
hardly have been any representation from
that state. As it was, several thousand
came, and we gave them a i;ood time.
"Bryan and the governor of Nebraska

also wired that they couldn't come because
of the yellow fever on the Jay set anart
to them, and we had to .-et a ccrtitica e
from the state board of health .md the
city authorities assuring ihetn that Nash¬
ville was free of the disevie before th«ywould venture to come. You see what
we had to contend against. Rut the ex¬
position was a success, just tile same."

"Forty-one years is a long time to slay
by one hotel, but I have been coming to
Washington regularly since 1K.K1, with the
exception of the four years that I served
in the army, and I have yet to sleep in
aoy other place," said Capt. K. F. M-i-
lin, a veteran traveling man, at the Na¬
tional today. "Washington was not much
of a place then. Pennsylvania avenue was
unpaved. and at some times of the year
was almost impassable. One ot my early
trips to Washington was just following
the poisoning of so many guests at the
National, and I well remember the ex¬
citement there was about it."
Capt. Malfn is recovering from a severe

shock to his nervous system, received IE
the wreck on the Ch^sitieake and Oluo
railroad at Charlo'.t isviile, Va., last month.
In which seven people wer? IcilleJ and a
number injured. He is s.tl-Mmaa for a
large firm that manafictuies agricultural
implements, and Maryland and the Vir¬
ginias are his principal territory.
"Times are exueedlarfly good In our busi¬

ness. and collections w«re never better."
he said to a Star reporter during a dif
cussion of the business situation. "Foi
several years the far-n^rs were compelled
to curtail in evarytlilng. Their s«o.S, a
a necessity, got 'ow. Now they are «
plenishing, and they <iavo the money with
which to do it."


